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• Why teach Route F: South Africa?

• Teaching Route F: South Africa
a. Challenges
b. Support

• Anti-Apartheid Legacy
a. Anti-apartheid in Britain
b. Penton Street
c. Centre of Memory & Learning

• Resources
a. Online archives & more
b. Podcasts

Agenda

“End of Round One” September 1957

Image credit : Drum Social Histories / Baileys 

African History Archive / Africa Media Online



Discussion 1

Why teach South Africa?



‘narrow and insular 
curriculum constitutes a 
fundamental barrier to a 
more racially equitable 

education system’

Joseph-Salisbury, D. R. (2020). Race and 

Racism in English Secondary schools. London:

Runnymede Trust, p.10
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Lots of options!
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Lots of options!

What does 
only Route 

F offer?
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● One of three great 
moments of global civil 
society 
○ Abolition
○ Vietnam
○ Anti Apartheid

(Bundy, South African History 
podcast)

● Different to GCSE, but 
builds on empire units

Opens curriculum
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‘Taking South Africa at 
A level, in some ways 
marks the birthplace of my 
critical thinking both as an 
academic and as a young 
Black woman.’ 

Hannah, reflecting on 
learning South Africa

Impact on students
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Representation

Representation of Black History students at A Level and 
University

4%
Year 13

2.4%
Undergraduate

Royal Historical Society, Race, 

Ethnicity & Equality Report, 2018
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Develops Racial Literacy

An ‘anti-oppressive theory’ formed in response to the silence on 
racism 

Gillborn, 2010

‘unlearning racism’ 

bell hooks, 1994

Racial

Racism: social, economic 
and historical context

Literacy

competence in a 
specified area



Discussion 2

What challenges have you 
faced teaching / preparing to 
teach South Africa?
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Anti-racism not diversity
Joseph-Salisbury, 

2020

Experiential knowledge 
Gillborn, 2010

Racial literacy



Support with teaching 
South Africa
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Subject knowledge
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1. Pre-colonial African states and Settler 

Colonialism in Southern Africa

2. The National Party victory and the 

implementation of apartheid, 1948–1960

3. Early protest under Apartheid, 1948–1970

4. Apartheid and the anti-apartheid movement 

in its global context

5. Radicalisation of resistance and the mental 

revolution 1970–1990s

6. The end of Apartheid 

7. Legacies of apartheid and legacies of the 

settlement

A History of Apartheid 
– podcast series
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https://antiapartheidlegacy.org.uk/resources/podcasts/history-apartheid-podcasts/

https://antiapartheidlegacy.org.uk/resources/podcasts/history-apartheid-podcasts/


17© Pearson Education 2022

Resources  

https://ourconstitution.wethepeoplesa.org/south-african-constitution/animated-story-of-our-constitution/

https://ourconstitution.wethepeoplesa.org/south-african-constitution/animated-story-of-our-constitution/
https://ourconstitution.wethepeoplesa.org/south-african-constitution/animated-story-of-our-constitution/
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Resources

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/confronting-apartheid

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/confronting-apartheid
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Resources

https://nihssliliesleaf.co.za/

https://nihssliliesleaf.co.za/


20© Pearson Education 2022

How can you structure the course?

South Africa enquiries

Why was 

Mapungubwe 

a ‘battlefield’ 

over South 

Africa’s past?

Why did 

apartheid win 

an election in 

the same year 

as Universal 

Human 

Rights?

How was 

apartheid 

codified and 

implemented?

How far did 

the ANC go 

from 

gentlemen to 

guerrillas?

Why was 

Sobukwe the 

most 

dangerous 

man in South 

Africa?
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How can you structure the course?

South Africa enquiries

How did the 

1960s 

reshape 

South 

Africa?

How did a 

mental 

revolution 

render state 

retaliation 

useless?

How far was 

the National 

Party ruled 

by 

pragmatism 

in the 

1980s?

Was a ‘New 

South Africa’ 

a quantum 

leap or a 

reluctant 

struggle?

How did 

women in 

South Africa 

have a place 

in ‘the 

struggle’?



Questions?
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“Empower communities 
today through unlocking the 
heritage of the movement 
against apartheid in Britain. 
Exploring how solidarity, 
equality, anti-racism, and 
civic participation can 
change the world”

Anti-Apartheid Legacy: 
Centre of Memory & 
Learning
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Leaders of South 
African United 
Front march in 
March 1961 

Courtesy Anti-Apartheid Movement Archives / © Bailey’s African History Archive
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ANC leader Oliver Tambo
speaking at a
Trafalgar Square
rally held on
Sunday 28 May 1961.

Oliver Tambo

Courtesy Anti-Apartheid Movement Archives
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ANC in exile - 28 Penton Street

Courtesy Fort Hare University Archives (Independent Newspaper & Sechaba Magazine)
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14th March 1982



“

“Remarkably the actual printing 

machine, although thrown through a 

wall, was reparable and was soon set 

to work again… instead of destroying 

the press, the regime had spurred us 

on… To develop what was by far the 

most valuable tool in the ANC arsenal 

at the time”

Patric Tariq Mellet, 

ANC Activist

And Printer 
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Anti-Apartheid Legacy: 28 Penton Street

Exhibitions

Workshops

Archive

Arts

Garden

Online
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Anti-Apartheid Legacy: 28 Penton Street
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Anti-Apartheid Legacy: 
Programme & Resources



Questions?
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Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/



